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faithfully adheres to it. Of such a man it would be
only fair and just to say that he made that principle
the general guidance of his life. It is so with the
foreign policy of England since Canning's time. The
country has on the whole adhered to Canning's
policy; nor is it possible for us to think of any
serious reaction against that policy being encouraged
or allowed by English statesmanship. We may take
it for granted that every succeeding generation
will strengthen the hold of Canning's policy over
the intellects and the hearts of public men in
these countries and of the populations without
whose support public men must cease to have
control or influence. Therefore it is only uttering
the merest commonplace to say that the career of
Canning as Foreign Minister made a new epoch in
England's foreign policy.

Many critics at the time and many readers of a
later generation have sometimes found fault with
Canning's speeches, on the ground that they were
not inspired by any passionate enthusiasm for the
cause of popular freedom. PIven when he condemned
the Holy Alliance and dictated the policy under
which the Holy Alliance soon withered and died, he
did not flame into oratorical passion over the cause of
popular freedom. But it has to be remembered that
with all his exalted eloquence, Canning was essen-
tially a practical man and thoroughly understood
what he could do and what he could not do. He
took into full account all the difficulties that sur-
rounded him; and he was well aware that what might
be called "miracle" enthusiasm was not the soundest